
Ri

 

 

 

 
 
 Rib fractur

number of

 Production
the abatto

 Treatment
determine

 

 

What cause

The cause o
involve the 
following:  

 Vita
 Cal
 Cop

sulp

The end res
Most comm
growing lam

Deficiencies
deficiencies

 Cer
defi
late

 Lus
of c
fora

Internal par
uptake of ca
intestinal lin
involved is t
vitrinus. 

Most comm
they are cau

 

ib frac

KE

CONT
Ian Mc

M: 043

res is caused
f elements 

n losses can
oir 

t is dependa
e the underly

es rib fracture

of rib fracture
deficiency or

amin D 
cium and ph
pper and mo
phur) 

sult is weak b
monly rib fract
mbs on lush p

s can be prim
s). For examp

real and gras
icient in calc

e winter or ea
sh grazed pa
copper comp
age 

asites can a
alcium in the
ning. The mo
the black sco

mon deficienc
used by othe

ctures

EY MES

TACT 
cFarland 

37 659 353  •  

d by an imba

 occur on far

nt on being a
ing cause 

es? 

es is comple
r imbalance o

hosphorous; a
olybdemun (a

bones that b
tures are see
pastures. 

mary (caused
ple:  

ss hays and 
ium. Problem

arly spring 
asture has a l
pared with co

lso interfere 
e diet by dam
ost significant
our worm Tri

cies are seco
er factors.  

s 

SSAGES

E: Ian.McFar

alance of a 

rm and also 

able to 

x and can 
of the 

and 
and iron and 

reak easily. 
en in fast 

d by dietary 

green oats a
ms are seen

low availabili
onserved 

with the 
maging the 

t parasite 
ichostrongylu

ondary, that is

S 

rland@sa.gov

at 

are 
in 

ity 

us 

s 

 

Fo

Ec

O

P

A

Lo

Tr

Tr
of
an

C
ca
w

Af

Connect

.au 

or example: 

 Lush g
substa

 High g
phosp
deficie
ration

 Molyb
coppe

conomic con

On Farm  

roduction los

 Slow 
 Ill thrif
 Anore
 Inferti

t the Abatto

osses occur 

 Trimm
trimm
weigh
reduc

reatment  

reatment is d
f the problem
nalysis) and 

 Provid
or inje
specif

 Addin
growin
crops

are must be 
ausing furthe
rong type or 

ffected stock

ting peopl

 

green feed c
ances 
grain diets co
phorous, this
ency if calciu
 

bdenum, iron
er and cause

nsiderations 

ss can result 

maturation, l
ft  
exia and weig
lity 

oir 

from 

ming – affecte
ed from the c

ht is significan
ed carcass/d

dependent on
m (based on e

may involve

ding a trace m
ectable supp
fic deficiency
g hay to the 
ng lush winte
. 

taken with s
er harm with 

amount of s

k should be r

FACT

le in the b

contains anti-

ontain exces
 results in ca

um is not add

n and sulphur
e deficiency 

from 

later turn-off 

ght loss; and

ed rib cages 
carcass, this
nt. This resu
dressed weig

n the underly
examination 
: 

mineral mix o
lement (base
y). 
diet – if graz

er pasture or

supplementat
toxicity (by g

supplementat

rested and nu

TSHEET

usiness of

-vitamin D 

ss 
alcium 
ded to the 

r act to bind 

d 

are 
s loss of 
lts in 

ghts. 

ying cause 
and blood 

or other oral 
ed on the 

zing rapidly 
r cereal 

tion to avoid 
giving the 
tion). 

ursed for  

T 

f sheep



 

 

several wee
animals ma
grounds. 

 

 

For further

Contact the
Program ma
veterinary p
local PIRSA

FOR ANY S
ANIMAL DIS
DISEASE W

CONT
Ian Mc

M: 043

eks to allow r
y need to be

r information

 Enhanced A
anager Dr El

practitioner, l
A Animal Hea

SIGNS OF U
SEASE, PLE

WATCH HOT

TACT 
cFarland 

37 659 353  •  

recovery, how
e euthanased

n 

Abattoir Surv
lise Matthew
ivestock con
alth Officer. 

NUSUAL OR
EASE CALL 
TLINE: 1800 

E: Ian.McFar

wever some 
d on welfare 

veillance (EA
ws, your local
nsultant or 

R SERIOUS 
THE 24/7 
675 888.

rland@sa.gov

AS) 
 

Connect

.au 

ting peopl

FACT

le in the b

 

TSHEET

usiness of

T 

f sheep


